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What do you wish you 

could have done  

before moving up? 

 

Alison Ven: I wish I 

had tried more sports.  

 

Kyaw Klay: Maybe I 

could’ve had more fun 

and come out of  my  

bubble more.  

 

How do you feel about 

going into high school? 

 

Alison Ven: I feel like 

I’m not ready for high 

school yet. 

 

Kyaw Klay: I’m  

 feeling nervous but 

excited to make  

new friends and  

find new things. 

What Happened?  

A Blur… 

By Annalisa Porm and  

Sarkanyaw Chit 

This year, we faced many challenges like adapting to online learning and attempting to stay motivated 

through it all. We all grew and changed, and went back to school at one point to see each other once again.  

As we approach the end of the school year, let's take a look through the memories of a few 8th graders. 

Illustration by  

Bu Soe Paw 

What was your 8th 

grade year like  

before and after  

coming to school? 

 

Alison Ven: At 

first, it was kind 

of  boring and I 

felt tense but it 

got more relaxing 

and fun. After 

coming to school 

for a while, I do 

feel more  

exhausted than 

usual though.  

 

Kyaw Klay:  

I didn’t feel much 

in the beginning, 

but I think  

I’m now more  

confident.  



How do you think your 8th grade experience changed you? 

 

Alison Ven: 8th grade didn’t really change me. 

 

Kyaw Klay: I feel more confident about myself  and other things after 8th grade. 

 

What are your final thoughts/goodbyes as an 8th grader? 

 

Alison Ven: I sure do wish I could have at least one more year at Donovan to get the full  

experience. This year didn’t even feel like half  of  what I thought it’d be and definitely not 

as fun as last year, but there's always next year so I won’t think about it too much.  

 

Kyaw Klay: My last goodbye as an 8th grader is to the 7th graders right now. I hope they 

do well in 8th grade, and I hope all the teachers had an okay experience teaching us in per-

son and remote at the same time. I will definitely miss Donovan even though it was only 

two years of  me being there. 

 

Some other 8th graders also said that they wished they could’ve had a semi-formal 

and musical performances, and a decent amount of  students felt that they’re not 

ready for high school. Here are some anonymous goodbyes from other 8th graders: 

 

“I hope the next few years are better for the new 7th and 8th graders. I hope they have a 

better experience than me and all my friends, and that they enjoy every second they get 

with their friends. I hope they do more than we did, like actually do gym sports and go on 

trips and have a semi-formal. All in all, I hope their junior high years are better than ours.” 

 

“Dear Donovan, this will be my last goodbye. I will miss my 8th grade teachers, mostly my 

English teachers because they were the chillest and coolest, and my math teacher because 

he had a cool room.” 

 

“I’ll miss my 7th grader friends and the teachers, and I’m kind of  excited for 9th grade.” 

 

“My last goodbye is to the teachers who helped me through the years.” 

 

“Goodbye to my school friends. Proctor’s big so who knows if  I’ll see them.” 

 

“My last goodbye as an 8th grader is to all my teachers that have helped me pass my clas-

ses and helped me get through the 8th grade.” 

 

Many thanks to the 8th graders who shared their farewell messages with us! 
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  BRAVO, BRAVO! 

       A Review of Donovan’s Drama Production 

  
         By: Minnela Sakanovic & Mirela Ahmetasevic 

This year, Donovan’s Drama Club performed a virtual play titled  
“Law and Order: Fairy Tale Unit.”  

We watched the production on YouTube and were  
    very impressed with the efforts of these students! 

Minnela’s opinion on the play: 
Despite the minimal resources these students had because of COVID-19, they did amazing! 
They worked so hard through these tough times and created an astounding play for us to enjoy. 
I really admire their confidence and enthusiasm. Keep up the good work! 
 
Mirela’s opinion on the play:  
Under the circumstances, Drama Club did what they had to do to make the play as amazing as it 
is. Whether it was WiFi issues, or editing mishaps, they found a way to make it work. Thank you 
for managing to create a play for us, and congratulations! 

Continued on page  4 3 



Interview with Students in the Play 
 
Minnela: What is the play based on? 
 
Emma Kerber: The play is based on a fairytale Law and Order. Someone stole pickled peppers from Peter. 
 
Evelyn Campbell: The play involves Detective Itsy and Deputy Twinkle having to solve a case about missing 
peppers that turns into a huge crime scene.  
 
Alyss Bronga: The play is set at a crime scene, a very 
very silly crime scene, but a crime scene in a fairy tale 
world.  
 
Mirela: What was your role in the play? 
 
Emma Kerber: I was Bingo the dog and the yoga in-
structor. 
 
Evelyn Campbell: I played detective Itsy.  
 
Alyss Bronga: My roles in the play were perpetrator, 
Blue, Old McDonald, and pageant contestant.  
 
Mirela: In your opinion, how do you think you 
did in the play? 
 
Emma Kerber: I think I did good, however I didn't 
have time to learn my lines so I had to read them from 
the  script. 
 
Evelyn Campbell: I think I did pretty well, however, 
there were a few things I wish I could re-do. 
 
Alyss Bronga: I think I didn’t do too bad, but there were some problems with my microphone.  
I also messed up behind the scenes.  
 
Mirela: How did you imagine doing the play during the pandemic? 
 
Emma Kerber: I thought we would do it in school, but I was surprised when we had to do it online. 
 
Evelyn Campbell: I wasn’t planning on doing a play over Zoom, but Mr. Phillips and Mr. Bergamo made it 
work. 
 
Alyss Bronga: I imagined that it would be really hard to pull off, because of internet problems. For example, 
my mic not working, people missing, etc.  
 
Minnela: Did you have fun doing the play? 
 
Emma Kerber: Yes, you get to challenge yourself, which was fun to me.  
 
Evelyn Campbell: I had a lot of fun being in the play and spending time with the cast. 

 
Alyss Bronga: It was lots of fun! The voices I did, next to being able to talk to people. It was a great experience. 

 
  

It sounds like everyone had lots of fun creating this year’s production, 
and it was certainly worth the effort in our opinion! 
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Getting to Know Ms.Peters! 

 By Mirela Ahmetasevic 
 

Ms. Peters is Donovan’s new school social worker.  
 
Q: Where are you from? 
Ms. Peters: I grew up in Mohawk, NY. It’s a small town about 30 
minutes away from Utica.  

Q: What inspired you to become a social worker? 
Ms. Peters: Ever since I was young, I knew I wanted to help 
people. My little brother is diagnosed with non-verbal autism; 
he has inspired me to pursue a career in helping others. I was 
unsure what kind of helping profession I wanted to pursue until 
I started to complete internships in college. I was intrigued by 
mental health diagnoses and counseling, so I decided to become 
a social worker! 

Q: What do you love about being a social worker? 
Ms. Peters: The social work field is so diverse, and you can help others in a variety of ways! I love being 
able to meet with students on a regular basis and talk about emotions, assertive communication, and 
coping/mindfulness. As a social worker, I try to be there for my students to help however I can even if 
that’s just being someone to talk to.  
 
Q: How do you like working at Donovan so far? 
Ms. Peters: I love being at Donovan! The staff and teachers are great, and I love the students here. I 
believe that the teachers and staff work well together to help students and families in the best way 
possible. 
 
Q: What are some of your hobbies? 
Ms. Peters: I enjoy being outside, especially hiking and camping. I love to read, and when I have time I 
enjoy painting.  
 
Q: What is your favorite book? 
Ms. Peters: My favorite book would have to be The Pact by Jodi Picoult. Honestly, I love any book by 
Jodi Picoult. I love how she highlights serious issues and incorporates relationships and court with 
those issues.  
 
Q: What is your favorite movie? 
Ms. Peters: If I had to narrow it down to one favorite movie, I would have to say The Great Gatsby. 
It’s one of my favorite books; plus, I love Leonardo DiCaprio. 
 
Q: Do you have any pets? If so, what is it and what’s its name? 
Ms. Peters: I have a cat named Caroline; she is about 4 years old. I also have a golden retriever puppy 
named Fenway. 
 
Q: What is a fun fact about yourself? 
Ms. Peters: An interesting fact about me is that I was voted the shortest girl in my high school. I am 
also the shortest girl in my family, and out of all my friends! 
 
Q: What are some fun things you did in your childhood? 
Ms. Peters: As a child, I enjoyed playing soccer. I loved going hiking in the woods in the summer and 
playing in the creek. I am a huge roller coaster fanatic, so I loved going to amusement parks for the 
rides. 

Welcome to Donovan, Ms. Peters! 
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Club Spotlight: Healthy Habits 
By Tina Covic  

 

For this issue I interviewed Ms. Buono about her after school program,  
Healthy Habits! 

 
What do you do in Healthy habits?  
Ms. Buono: In the past, we did different activities to stay healthy and to reduce stress. For 
example, we did different projects to raise self-esteem, reduce stress before tests, and  
practice breathing techniques. This year, our main activity was coming up with healthy  
recipes and practice making them. 
  
How does the club function while Covid-19 is happening?   
Ms. Buono: It's much harder to do it online instead of  staying after school, but we made it 
work and still had fun. 
 
What do you guys make? 
Ms. Buono: So far we have had fruit smoothies, protein snacks, strawberry coladas, burrito 
bowls, and yogurt bars (Aziah C. says the yogurt bars are her favorite). 

 
 

Here is an example of  a recipe the club has made: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looks like an awesome club! If you are interested in joining next year, contact Ms. Buono. 
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DMS Welcomes Ms. Carney! 
By Willie Wright 

 

This year, we were lucky to have Ms. Carney join the staff at Donovan.  
Ms. Carney works in the Special Education department as a Math teacher.  

 

 

Q: What is it like being a special education teacher  

at Donovan? 

A: Being a special education teacher at Donovan is nice.   

Everyone is very helpful and easy to get along with. The  

students have been great too. 

 

Q: Did you work anywhere else before coming here? 

A: Yes I've worked at Hughes, JFK, and Proctor before coming 

to Donovan. 

 

Q: How have your students been this year? How have the students responded to switching from 

remote to in-person instruction? 

A: The students have been great this year!  They have really transitioned well from remote to in-person 

learning.  

 

Q: What has been your favorite experience at Donovan so far? 

A: I have really enjoyed working with both the Math and Special Education departments.  

 

Q: Do you have any hobbies? 

A: I am a runner.  I also coach cross country at New Hartford. 

 

Q: What's a fun fact your students don't know about you? 

A:  I am a 3-time Ironman finisher.  An Ironman is a triathlon race that consists of a 2.4 mile swim, a 112 

mile bike ride, and a 26.2 mile run. 

 

Thanks for the interview, Ms. Carney, and welcome to DMS! 
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Student Entrepreneur: Redab Mohamed-Arabi 
by Erica Thach  

 
Redab is an 8th grade student at Donovan.  

She recently graduated from the Young Entrepreneurs Academy at MVCC. 

 
Erica: What type of business do you own? 

 
Redab: I have a crafting business. I make  
customized items using techniques like crocheting.  
I also make jewelry. It’s really whatever the custom-
er is looking for. They will tell me what kind of item 
they want and I will design something for them. 
 
Erica: Why did you start this business?  

 
Redab: I started because I was always interested in 
having my own business. I saw on TikTok that a lot 
of young people are starting their own small  
businesses and crafting things. I was inspired and 
realized I could do that too. 
 
Erica: When did you realize that this business might be going somewhere? 

 
Redab: When I started to make sales. I’m planning on creating a website so people can put in orders 
online. 
 

 
Erica: After this article goes out, how many sales do you 
think you'll receive? 

 
Redab: I think I could potentially receive more than twenty 
orders this year. I am hopeful that my  
business will expand and I 
can continue crafting cool 
items for people. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
After reading this article and seeing Redab’s crafts,  
I hope you will buy from her shop and support her. 

Good luck, Redab! 
 

Safety pin earrings 

Hat and scarf 
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This Spring, We're Back In Action! 

By Miriam Grove, Per Ler U & Evelyn Campbell 
 

     Since the pandemic started, school sports had come to a stop. When spring 2021 arrived and we could 
safely participate in sports, students were very eager. We interviewed several of our school athletes to find 

out how they felt about playing sports this year.  
 

Track and Field in the Nice Weather 

9 Continued on page 10 

Q: How does it feel to be able to play sports 
while in a pandemic? 
Ja’Vion: It’s not too hard but it is at the same 
time when you are running with a mask. 
Alison: I don't think there's much of a difference, 
other than the masks that make it kind of hard to 
breathe. 
 
 
Q: How was your first track meet? 
Ja’Vion: The first meet was exciting and scary 
but it was very fun. I did the 100 meter dash and 
the 200 meter dash and got 1st. 
La Eh: Our first track meet went well. Despite 
losing in the 100m, I got back in the 200m, so 
it's okay, but I'll work harder next time. 
Minnela: A lot of fun. It was a good experience 
for all of us.  
 
 
Q: Will you also do Track and Field next 
year? 
Ja’Vion: Yes. 
La Eh: Probably as soccer practice. 
Alison: Probably. 
Minnela: Yes I will. I enjoy doing it now and look 
forward to doing it again in the future.  

 
Q: What is Track and Field to you? 
Ja’Vion: Track is a fun and exciting sport. It  
also helps me get faster and more in shape for 
basketball.  
La Eh: It makes me happy.  
Alison: When I think of Track and Field I just 
think of running. 
Azariah: To me it's like an opportunity to  
socialize with people, exercise, and run  
together like a family. 
 
 
Q: Do you feel any connection between you 
and your teammates? 
Ja’Vion: Yes I do. Me and most of my team-
mates are like brothers for life.  
Azariah: Yeah they’re like my family now. 
 
 
Q: What are some goals you had for this 
season? 
Ja’Vion: My goals for this season were to be-
come faster, try not to lose, and to improve my 
skills. 
Alison: At least be able to run around the track 
once without getting tired like I do now. 
Azariah: To leave with a win. 



 
Talking with Reece Jantzi on Donovan Baseball 

10 Continued on page 11 

Per: How does it feel to be playing a school 
sport after not being able to for so long? 
Reece: It feels good to be back on the field and 
I loved having this experience playing for such 
a wonderful team.  
 
 
Per: What is it like to be able to play  
baseball in the midst of a pandemic? 
Reece: Of course there were many restrictions; 
for example, how many fans were allowed and 
the mask requirement, but by any other stand-
point it was  pretty much the usual. 
 
 
Per: Although the baseball team has not 
been formed for that long, do you feel a 
sense of teamwork? 
Reece: I definitely think a sense of teamwork 
has formed but it can still be heavily improved. 

Per: How did the first game go? 
Reece: The first game was excellent.  
Motivating my teammates to play their best 
was a big responsibility of mine. It was great to 
see all our hard work pay off, we won 16-2. 
 
Per: What do you guys think of the coach 
so far? 
Reece: Coach DeBan is a great coach and I 
know he wants the best for us. Since I don’t 
have him as a math teacher, I’ll always think of 
him as my coach. 
 
Per: Lastly, as a baseball player how would 
you describe the sport? 
Reece: I would describe baseball as a fun  
cooperative sport to play with friends and  
potentially make money from. 



 
Homerun! Let’s Go, Softball! 
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Q: Were there any restrictions due to the  
pandemic? 
Alina: Well in the beginning, we did have to wear 
masks but since it is getting hotter we don’t have 
to wear masks anymore. 
Gianna: The masks were the hardest part. 
 
Q: Do you get along with your teammates? 
Alina: Yes, I do get along with the other  
teammates. My friend is on the team since I was 
able to talk her into playing softball with me.  
Gianna: Definitely. We have a lot of fun. 
 
Q: What is your favorite thing about playing 
softball? 
Alina: My favorite thing about playing is that I get 
to hang out with my friends. Also, I can get out of 
the house for once. If I hadn’t tried out I would 
have done nothing but watch TV all day. 
Gianna: The team is a great group of girls. 
 
Q: There are different positions of softball so, 
what do you play? 
Alina: I am the catcher for the team. I’m very 
proud of myself, since I started as a beginner. 
Now I’m a good player and I play a big part for 
my team.  
Gianna: I play in the outfield. 

Q: How did your first game go? 
Alina: Sadly, I was not there for our first game 
due to an appointment, but I was at our sec-
ond game and from my point of view it went 
great. We did lose, which is disappointing, but 
it was still fun. 
Gianna: We lost but it was a good learning  
experience. 
 
Q: What do you think of your coach so far? 
Alina: My coach and I are close because I 
knew him as one of the teachers in my  
elementary school. He’s a fun guy and a good 
coach. 
Gianna: He’s great!  
 
Q: Do you have anything you want to  
improve on? Any goals for yourself? 
Alina: I have one thing, and that is batting. I hit 
it a lot during practice but during a game I 
sometimes freeze up. I also want to be able to 
hit the ball farther.  
Gianna: I just want to get better at the sport 
and be able to play in the future as well. 

Congratulations to 

all our spring sport 

athletes! 
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8th Grade Superlatives 

Most Athletic 

Reece Jantzi Kaedyn Crews 

Most Artistic 

Luu Htoo Bu Soe Paw 

Most Musical 

La Eh Soe Kasandra DeJesus 

Most Likely to  Become a 
Math Teacher 

Kenny Hoang Per U 

Brandon Lam Gianna Schmidt Darryl Htoo Sah Mu Mea Htoo 

Most Likely to  Become a 
Social Studies Teacher 

Most Likely to  Become a 
Science Teacher 

Most Likely to  Become an 
English Teacher 

Cameron Ford Jocelyn Barnard 



       Opinion: Comparing Remote and In-Person Learning 

By Per Ler U & Bu Soe Paw 
 

During the pandemic, students had to adapt their learning, primarily at home, and 
are now able to resume school. Per went back to school to learn in-person, while Bu 

Soe stayed virtual. They have compared their experiences in the sections below. 
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The schedule and environment have 
remained the same since I chose to 
stay virtual. Since I am at home, I 
have to take care of myself. There is 
background music and noise, but I 
am able to focus on my work. I 
know the teachers are working hard 
to make learning as enjoyable as it 
once was, so I try my best to return 
their kindness. Even though we learn 
through screens, it is still interesting 
and thrilling. I enjoy eating during 
breaks and walking around my 
house freely during breaks.  

When I stay home, I'm able to go to 
the bathroom whenever I want, but 
I'm always worried about missing 
out. I have internet problems at 
home and sometimes miss things. At 
home I have a responsibility as an 
older sister to wake my brother 
sometimes, as well as helping him 
when he deals with internet or  
computer issues.  

It's better for me to learn at home  
because when my brother has 
school, no one is there to help him, 
so I want to help him as an older  
sister. Instead of going to school, I 
would rather spend time with my 
family while learning. 

After returning to a traditional school 
setting, my education has changed 
greatly. I get to walk to my classes, and 
see my teachers, classmates, and 
friends. At home I would watch videos 
and listen to songs, but in a classroom 
setting I feel like I can focus more. 
Whenever I need help, I can easily ask 
my teachers. Now we have to wipe  
everything at school, so it is very  
sanitary.  

Even though in-person school has been 
pleasant so far, I still have some con-
cerns. At home, I was able to go to the 
bathroom whenever I wanted, but at 
school it feels like a crime. Sometimes, 
the halls are crowded with students and 
teachers, and I'm afraid some of them 
aren't wearing their mask properly or 
not sanitizing their hands before touch-
ing anything on the walls. There are 
four students per table in the lunch 
rooms, so I want to sit with my friends, 
but we have to go at the same time to 
be able to see each other. In the class-
room, I often wonder how remote stu-
dents can hear the teacher well or keep 
up with the work. I had to stay at home 
one day, and it felt truly boring. School 
was such an exciting experience and I 
would not change my mind about go-
ing back to school. 

  In-Person Learning with Per Virtual Learning with Bu Soe 



FrogWatch During a Pandemic! 

By: Miriam Grove 
 

FrogWatch is an awesome program that anyone can participate in! We spoke with Donovan science teacher,  
Miss Palladino, to learn more about the program and how she gets students involved. 

 
What is FrogWatch? 
FrogWatch USA is AZA's citizen science program and provides individuals, groups, and families opportuni-
ties to learn about wetlands in their communities by learning and reporting on the calls of local frogs and 
toads. This data is collected by the public and then submitted to scientists. Scientists use the information for 
valuable research and conservation efforts. 
  
What is a Citizen Science program? 
Citizen science is scientific research that is conducted by volunteers in the general public. Scientists often rely 
on citizen scientists to collect research that is conducted across wide areas, like FrogWatch USA. If scientists 
tried to conduct FrogWatch USA alone, it would take a lot of time, money, and travel. 
 
How was FrogWatch different this year due to COVID? 
This was a challenge, but we made it work! The field researchers (Young Scholars Students), Linda Stewart, 
and I met monthly over Zoom. Unfortunately, we were not able to meet up to perform the field research. So, 
we decided to focus on science skills that will prepare us for the in-person fieldwork next year. Students were 
trained to listen for and identify local frog calls. We also focused on fine-tuning our science literacy skills by 
reviewing conservation data that has been previously collected and published by FrogWatch USA. I also live-
streamed myself in the Utica Marsh so students could identify Frog Calls virtually. 
 
What did you and the kids do? 
I trained students on frog calls, data collection methods, and frog watch procedures. The students practiced 
each of these skills and prepared for fieldwork. I live-streamed at the Utica Marsh and students collected their 
first bits of data that night. Hopefully, we get the green light for in-person meetings next year. Students will 
already be trained and ready to go. We also ended the program with an Earth Day party, where students played 
games, won prizes, and made sustainable (recycled) crafts. 
 
How do you collect the data? 
Frog Watch USA has data collection paperwork that we fill out. The kids listen for frogs a half-hour after sun-
down. They record the frog they heard and the duration of the call. 

 
Why is the Utica Marsh a good place to study or observe frogs? 
The Utica Marsh is land that is protected by the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC). The DEC 
focuses on protecting and preserving nature and the wildlife that inhabit it. It is mostly natural wetlands or 
marsh. Frogs are amphibians (animals that need to live near water) so a marsh is an ideal habitat for frogs. The 
Utica Marsh has also been registered as an official observation site by FrogWatch USA. 
 
How will studying the frogs help scientists? 
Frogs and toads have been vitally important in the field of human medicine and compounds from their skin are 
currently being tested for anti-cancer and anti-HIV properties.  Frogs and toads also play an important role, 
serving as both prey and predator, in wetland ecosystems and are considered indicators of environmental 
health. Many previously abundant frog and toad populations have experienced dramatic population declines 
both in the United States and around the world and it's essential that scientists understand the scope, geograph-
ic scale, and cause of these declines. 
 

Thanks so much to Miss P for the interview and for getting students involved with this amazing program! 
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Staff Appreciation Week at Donovan 

 
By: Heather Concepcion and Brooklyn Spratt  

 
Teachers and school staff try every day to do better for their students and they deserve our 

respect and attention now more than ever because they had to teach students from home. 
They also guide all students to do the right things and make the right choices.  

So for this article, we asked a few students and the principal about the staff at Donovan. 
 

How does your favorite teacher make learning fun and encourage you to be the best you 
can be? 
 
Jessica Pham: My favorite teacher is Miss Palladino because she filled in for our class when 
Ms. Comfort retired. She makes learning fun because she relates to us and also talks about 
things that we like. She encourages us to pay more attention by incorporating activities that 
will let us enjoy learning. 
 
Anonymous student: My favorite teacher is Mr. Simmons because he’s so kind-hearted towards 
me. He makes us learn with fun games and gives us enough free time to get my work done in 
school.  
 
Evelyn Campbell: My favorite teacher is Mr. Phillips because his classes have a fun atmosphere. 
His class is filled with joking, kidding around, and funny voices. Mr. Phillips reminds us that we 
are talented and can make good music no matter the circumstances.   
 
Kaedyn Crews: My favorite teacher is Mr. Cohen because he is entertaining and kind, he also 
keeps us motivated.            
 
Angeline Nguyen: My favorite teacher is Ms. Killian because she is very nice and explains things 
really well. I really like going to her class!  
 
Mia Santana: My favorite teacher is Mrs. Stutzenstein because she is kind, she’s also very 
helpful. Mrs. Stutzenstein makes learning fun by doing a lot of interactive activities. 
 
Anika Richards: Ms. Edick’s class is really fun, and she is nice and funny. Ms. Edick makes learn-
ing fun because each class we do something different everyday — ranging from Nearpod to 
Google Forms to games. Ms. Edick also shows us how useful it is to actually learn a new lan-
guage. 
 
Interview with Principal Palladino 
 
Q: What makes Donovan's staff so special? 
Principal Palladino: Donovan staff are the most hard working people I know. They go above and 
beyond to help students and all work as a team to help one another. 
 
Q: How has Donovan's staff adapted to this stressful school year?  
Principal Palladino: The staff have adapted to this stressful school year by supporting one an-
other. They also have a great sense of humor.  Laughter is the best medicine! 
  
Q: How can students show appreciation for the staff?  
Principal Palladino: Students can show appreciation by being respectful, responsible, safe, and 
kind.   

Here at Donovan, we love our teachers and staff. Thanks for all you do! 
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Fashion Aesthetics 
By Sa Mee Mar, Minnela Sakanovic, and Sarkanyaw Chit 

 
For this article, we examined a few of today’s most interesting and prominent fashion trends. These trends are 

most widely known from social media sites like Instagram and TikTok. As you can see, some trends have elements 
that are recycled from past decades and some have completely new styles. Fashion is such an important part of self

-expression, especially these days. We hope you enjoy this brief overview of some of today’s popular aesthetics. 
*Some of these looks are not appropriate school or work attire. Always adhere to dress codes!* 

 

> E-girl/E-boy/E-person Aesthetic  
If you have TikTok you may have heard of this before. It’s quite a common style. It’s usually dark, elec-
tric, and with a slight anime vibe. This aesthetic often has skirts or baggy pants as well as anime shirts, 
fish nets, garters, chokers, boots, Mary Janes, and stockings. Here are a few examples from Pinterest 
and Instagram.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
> Baddie  
If you pay attention to models and the makeup side of the media, you might have an idea of Baddies. 
Some examples of models that have exemplify for this style are Nicki Minaj, Brentman Rock, and prac-
tically all of the Kardashians. This style consists of a full face of makeup, tight-fitting and flattering 
clothing, and beautiful branded bags and shoes. Shoes like heels and maybe sneakers. Here are a few 
examples from Instagram and Pinterest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You can buy these types of clothes from the previous shops mentioned and designer brands such as 
Dior and Gucci. You can even find pretty and somewhat cheap bags at places like TJ Maxx and very 
rarely at thrift stores. Tip: The thrift stores in Rome and New Hartford are better than the ones in  
Utica. Syracuse is a little far but their thrift stores are good as well.  
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> Soft Girl/Boy/Person Aesthetic  
This aesthetic is soft and extremely cute. It’s quite popular and you most likely have seen it in a lot of 
places. In a way, it sort of correlates with the indie aesthetic. This aesthetic consists of baggy jeans 
(often mom, boyfriend, or straight jeans), sweaters, cardigans, basic tees, flannels, skirts, tank tops, 
and sweater vests. They also go with chunky sneakers and boots. Here are a few examples from Pinter-
est. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
> y-2k  
The y-2k aesthetic has a vibe of indie but definitely is not wholly indie. This aesthetic has a good vibe 
to it and is more free flowing with colors and designs. to it all at the same time. It mainly consists of 
crop tops, low waisted pants, baggy jeans or pants, sneakers, thin cardigans, and zip up hoodies. Here 
are a few examples from Pinterest and Instagram. 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 In conclusion, many people have different aesthetics that they love! We have asked a few 
friends about their style and how they use it to express themselves. Zana Seferagic says, “ I consider 
my style to be comfy core/ comfy y-2k. This style consists of flowy dresses, sweaters, flowy skirts, and 
baggy pants! You can style these with layered necklaces and simple jewelry. It lets me express myself 
because when I think of “comfy,” I think of a fun person that lives in the moment and does not worry 
about the small things. I don't have to worry if my shorts are too short and if my top is too tight. The 
comfy style lets me be more carefree.” Another explanation is from Adela Latic: “ My style is “soft girl.” 
I wear light clothing such as pastels and pinks. This style lets me feel confident and comfortable, I say 
it truly brings out my personality.”  
      You can get most of these clothes from thrift stores and online shops such as Depop, Dolls Kill, 
Shein, Amazon, Yesstyle, and more. Be careful when you buy online and make sure to look at the re-
views and sizes. Sizes may differ because of the region they come from since their population’s sizes 
may differ from America’s. You should also be careful with the stores you buy from since their ship-
ping can be really slow, if you’re okay with slower shipping then go right ahead and take up Aliex-
press. You can also buy them from the mall and maybe even ask your parents, grandparents, or any 
family member for old and unused clothing and put them to use! 
 
Reference: https://www.cosmopolitan.com/style-beauty/fashion/a35585878/types-of-aesthetics/  
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Our Amazing Artists! 

8th graders and Art Club members Liana Marcano (left) and Sah Mu Mea Htoo (right) 

pictured with their original artwork. Both were selected for an exhibition at  

The Fenimore Gallery in Cooperstown.  

 

From all of us at The Spectator, 

Congratulations on this amazing achievement! 



The Spectator Newspaper Club 

2021-2022 Recruitment Notice 

We encourage all students to join the club.                                                        

Rising 8th graders, keep an eye out for  

sign-ups in the fall! 

   Email dmclaughlin@uticaschools.org for more information.  

Sarkanyaw Chit, President 

Per Ler U, Vice-President 

Mirela Ahmetasevic, Secretary 

Miriam Grove, Treasurer 

Evelyn Campbell 

Heather Concepcion 

Tina Covic 

Sa Mee Mar 

Bu Soe Paw 

Annalisa Porm 

Minnela Sakanovic 

Brooklyn Spratt 

Erica Thach 

Willie Wright 

 
Advisor: Ms. McLaughlin 

 

Thank you  

for supporting  

the newspaper! 

 

        Spectator Staff 

Thank you to the UCSD Superintendent and the                                          

Board of Education for their continued support of 

The Spectator Newspaper:  

Mr. Karam, Superintendent  

Mr. L. LaPolla, President  

Mr. Cardillo, Vice-President 

Mr. Dawes 

Mr. Salatino  

Mr. A. LaPolla 

Mr. Hobika Jr.  

Mrs. Padula 

Mr. Falchi, Director of Curriculum and Instruction K-12  
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Dear Donovan, 

Thank you for all your support of the newspaper this year. Times were tough but we made it through, and we couldn’t have put together these issues with-

out the help of our amazing school community. Many thanks to the staff who contributed great interviews and the students who committed their time and 

energy to these articles. We hope you enjoyed the content and that we can continue to serve you next year. Have a wonderful summer! 

             Sincerely, Ms. Mac & The Spectator Staff 


